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 SHAMLOU DYNESTY

This Family stayed in 
Afganestan and there is 

no information about 
them

Akbar Khan Shamlou

Shamlou Dynasty

The basic information of Shamlou ancestry has been adopted from the booklet compiled by Late 
Kazem Khan Shamlou (sheet B, AH12          ) more than 50 years ago by Elaheh Zandieh (daughter of 
Nezhat Shamlou sheet Shamlou, BY28           ) and has been updated by Afsaneh Vakilian (daughter of 
Mahboobeh Shamlou sheet Shamlou, W28 ), asking oldest family members.

All this information has been presented in these Diagrams (as an Excel file) by Majid Zandieh 
(Elaheh's brother and Afsaneh's husband).

In every box, relation has been written on top, name on bottom, year of birth (if known) and city of 
residency (if known and not deceased) are vertically on the left, any nickname is vertically on the 
right. 
Additional family connections are in separate worksheets, shown as a green box, tagged with letters " 
"A" or "B" and reference numbers in each worksheet.
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History of Shamlou Dynasty [*]

Some members of "Bigdeli" tribe from Turk decends, who lived in North Western part of Iran, joined the army 
of “Amir Timur Gurkani” as he was conquering that part of Iran.
In a meeting with “Sheikh Safi-al-din Ardabili”, founder of Sufism and Safavid Dynasty, and as per his 
suggestion, Timur freed up this tribe and gave them the nickname of “Shamlou”.  Later The Shamlou tribe 
joined the army of Shah Ismail 1st of Safavid. [**]

The first known and important person of Shamlou was “Hasan Sardar Shamlou” who reached the highest 
ranking of imperial affairs of “Nader Shah Afshar”.

When Nader started his move to conquer India he asked Hasan Sardar and his sons, “Haji Ashoor” and 
“Mohamad Shafi”, to accompany him and his army.  On the way to India, Nader Shah assigned them to 
Afghanistan’s governmental positions, they retained the posts long after Nader Shah’s death.

Mohamad Shafi had no children but Haji Ashoor had a known son named “Askar Khan Shamlou” who had 
three sons and two daughters:
1) Mohamad Hassan Khan Shamlou, who was appointed as prime minister by “Shir Ali Khan”, the head of 

Afghanistan state and was nicknamed “Dabir-al-Molk” by Shir Ali Khan. 
2) General Ahmad Khan Shamlou, he was the chief of army and premier of Mazar Sharif.
3) Mohammad Ebrahim Shamlou, he was the head of office of Shir Ali Khan.
4) Zahra Khanoom
5) Malakeh Khanoom

After his father death, Mohamad Hasan Khan with his two brothers went from Kabul to Haraat, united with 
Amir Shir Ali Khan who could defeat Afzal Khan and proceeded him as the head of state of Afganistan.
Mohamad Afzal died from cholera and his son Abdol Rahman Khan went to Tashkend as a refugee.

Shir Ali Khan died in Mazaar Sharif in 1879 and his son Amir Yaghoob Khan proceeded him. In a few 
months he fired Mohamad Hasan Khan and his brothers from all their positions.

When the British army conquered Afghanistan, Yaghoob khan was killed and Abdul Rahman Khan was 
assigned as the head of state by British army.  Abdul Rahman Khan who had some enmity, hostility and 
disgruntlement with Mohamad Hasan Khan and Shamlou family, so Ahmad Khan and some other member of 
family were incarcerated for a while.

After their release, Mohamad Hasan Khan decided to leave Afghanistan and move to India with 
most of his family except Mohamad Ebrahim who chose to stay.

In October 1880 Mohamad Hasan Khan started a journey from India towards Karbala with all 
family members and support of British government.  In city of Saveh, the famous world traveler
“Haj Sayyah”, who knew Mohamad Hasan Khan while traveling in Afghanistan, met him and later 
introduced him to “Zel-al-sultan” governor of Isfahan and son of “Naser-al-din Shah”, King of 
Qajar.  Zel-al-sultan then reported of their meet up to the Naser-al-din Shah and the king asked 
Mohamad Hasan Khan to stay in Tehran due to his Iranian ancestry.

Mohamad Hasan Khan was later assigned to some governmental duties and finally as a member 
of Senate. He died in Broujerd in 1897.

[*] Following text has been summerized and translated from first few pages of Kazem Khan booklet 
[**] Quoted from “Social and Political History of Iran, by Saeed Nafisi”
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Notes for Excel users:

Hovering the mouse over the green tagged box will 
show connection detail. Clicking on these boxes, will 
take you to the respective connection.

For easier access or to find a family member's name 
and their relation to others, you can go to "Members"  
worksheet and follow the instruction provided in 
"Guide for finding a Name in diagrams" .


